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by the Revõd Alfred F. Laveroni 
 
The Revôd Canon Eugene Taylor Sut-

ton has been elected to be the fourteenth 
Bishop of Maryland. He was elected on 

the first ballot. (This is not usually the 

case in these sorts of elections.) Canon 
Sutton comes to us from the National 

Cathedral in Washington, DC. This is 

how Canon Sutton sounds in his own 
words. 

I believe that the Diocese of Mary-

land, because of its great diversity 

and complexity within the world-

wide Anglican Communion, is in an 

excellent position to demonstrate to 

the world that the kind of Christian 

unity that Jesus envisions in John 17 

is the most powerful and effective 

means of evangelism and mission in 

the world today. Our mission as a 

church can be summed up with these 

words from St. Paul: 

ñIf anyone is in Christ, there is a 

new creation; everything has be-

come new! All this is from God, 

who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ, and has given us 

the ministry of reconciliation; 

that is, in Christ God was recon-

ciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message 

of reconciliation to us. So we are 

ambassadors for Christ, since God 

is making his appeal through us; 

we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to  God.ò (2 Cor. 5: 

17-20) 

Throughout my 26 years in ordained 

ministry, I have been known by my 

clergy colleagues and lay readers as a 

healer and a reconciler. On one occa-

sion, when I was assistant to the bishop 

in the Diocese of New Jersey, a family

-sized parish had been conflicted over 

the continued ministry of an ineffec-

tual interim priest-in-charge. The con-

flict had grown to a debilitating level, 

and clearly the priest was over-

whelmed by the problems and was un 
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prepared to work through the issues. It would 

have been canonically easy for the bishop to re-

move him rather quickly, but the congregation 

was divided over his ministry, so I advised the 

bishop that the ñeasiestò path to resolution is not 

always the best one in terms of the long-term 

health of both the parish and the priest. Having 

been granted his permission to try to resolve the 

conflict, I began a series of meetings with lay 

leaders (on both sides of the conflict) and with 

the priest, which led ultimately to a mutual deci-

sion by all parties on a timetable for the dissolu-

tion of that pastoral relationship and a process 

for moving the parish forward. The priest was 

reassigned at the agreed upon time to another 

parish that better suited his gifts and talents and 

the parish did not ñsplitò but came together to 

serve a new vision for ministry. 

Greetings from the Bishop-Elect 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I am both honored and humbled to be elected 

your bishop in the wonderful Diocese of Mary-

land. I, Sonya and our family look forward to 

being among you as fellow travelers in this ex-

citing journey! 

I would like to express my hopes and dreams 

for our new ministry together in the form of a 

prayer. We continually give thanks to God, who 

in Christ makes ña new creationéthe old has 

passed away, behold, all things have become 

new." In gratitude let us pray for Godôs guidance 

for a blessed future together: 

O Lord our God, look with favor upon your 

pilgrim people in the Diocese of Maryland. Help 

our bishops, priests, deacons and lay ministers 

lead lives worthy of the calling to which we have 

been called, with all humility, gentleness, and 

patience. May our life together be infused by the 

grace of truth and the spirit of reconciliation; in 

times of celebration may we freely rejoice, and 

in times of distress may we listen to and forgive 

one another in love, always eager to maintain 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Open 

our hearts to receive the Living Christ in our 

midst; may we never tire to seek him in prayer and 

action, and in works of mercy and justice through-

out the world. This we pray in the name of Jesus 

our Savior, Amen. 

Canon Sutton is a young man, relatively speak-

ing, and should be able to serve for many years. If 

he delivers on his promise of conflict resolution, 

we shall see this Diocese grow substantially. When 

he spoke, he could excite the hearer and was quick 

to cite Scripture as the basis for an action or an 

idea. It seems to me that this should actually initi-

ate a new period in the life of the Diocese. 

While we are truly a diverse Diocese in our ge-

ography and people, we are also rich in capabili-

ties, talents, and resources, which have not been 

successfully tapped and utilized in the two decades 

I have been in Maryland. It is time to pray that the 

new bishop will lead us in new directions as well 

as unify our diversity and make this a strength. It 

is not a ñparty thingò wherein we just pray for ñour 

guyò. We must all actively make the new bishop 

our Bishop. The Bishop will be made the Bishop 

of all of us only by our active prayers for Godôs 

blessing on him and his ministry. 

Now, as to when the bishop-elect will be conse-

crated that date has been set for Saturday, June 28th 

at Reid Temple, an AME Church. More informa-

tion on this will be available as the time draws 

nearer. 
ON ANOTHER  NOTE:  

     Jim Rice indicated to me that as he was doing 

the new Parish Directory (do remember to pick 

yours up) that he added five new families. This is a 

good sign of Parish growth, seeing that he only 

had to drop two families! Keep on praying for our 

Parish to grow. 

Speaking of growth, we had 14 folk out at 8 AM 

on Easter Day and 135 at 10 AM. Almost all of the 

faces were familiar! If we could do this on a more 

regular basis we would be able to support a full 

time priest living in Joppatowne. This would make 

our Parish all the more able to serve the commu-

nity in the Name of the Risen Christ. This brings 

us back to our life of prayeré 
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